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11 SUITLESS
This month, C Magazine sought out three 
unique individuals that made their mark 
on 2008 and are sure to open up new doors 
in 2009.  Meet an astrologer who’s made a 
living off the stars, a fashion designer who’s 
now a star, and the mind behind some of 
the biggest names in business.  

COVER STORY
Wally Szczerbiak’s been putting on a show his whole life.  Ohioans know him well for his 
electrifying performances at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.   Now, as a key player on the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, we get to watch his handsome mug smile through an exciting one-of-
a-kind season.  In our exclusive Q&A, it seems we are all just living in Wally’s World. 20

from the editor
editor@columbusmag.com

39 RIDE 23
This car isn’t called Big Erla for nothin’.  This 
month’s Ride 23 will show you what a big 
ambition can do with a huge classic. See 
how businesses all over the city chipped in 
to make this vehicle what it is today, and 
how cars sometimes extend their value well 
beyond their years.

41 BEYOND 270
They say a picture is worth a thousand 
words.  Well, a certain piece of art inspired 
a thousand notes.  This month’s Beyond 270 
musician was so inspired by a work of fine 
art that he created not just one song, but 
an encompassing approach to his music 
as a whole. Don’t be fooled though, this 
comfortable music still brings the beats.

42 FINAL WORD
With Columbus receiving the title of #1 up-
and-coming tech city, C Magazine had to sit 
down with Ted Ford, President and CEO of 
Tech Columbus. His interview is one part 
technical and two parts personal. 

16 9 FOR $9
Nothing is more annoying than to have 38 
minutes left of your one-hour lunch break 
and find out that the place you’ve chosen 
can’t pay its reputation’s bill.  Well, here are 
9 places to dine with at least one wickedly 
yummy dish that could stand as a meal 
during your lunch hour.  And, of course, 
they are all $9 or less.  

28 RESTAURANT FEATURE
Chi is often translated as “energy flow” and 
ChiThai’s flavor is full of energy. This north-
east treasure with a far-east taste is worth 
getting out of the loop for.

Jason Ohlson with the Cavs’ Delonte West

As Columbus’ only true feature magazine, 
we at C Magazine enjoy bringing you highly 
salient, utilitarian information that broadens 
your view of Columbus and enlightens your 
expectations of the future.  Food, fashion, art, 
entertainment and people are our callings; 
delivering these elements of Columbus to 
you in one positive and intelligent resource 
is our mission.  With our new website up and 
running (www.columbusmag.com), readers 
can now virtually read our current issues, as 
well as rediscover any of our past features, 
thus creating an archive second to none for all 
things Columbus.      

C Magazine again came through with the 
goods each and every month in 2008.  Like 
you, we know Columbus is a wellspring for 
talent and inspiration.  Looking back over 
this year’s exclusive Ohio-based cover stories 
alone, this point becomes amazingly clear.  We 
brought you Miss OHIO USA 2008 Monica 
Day; UFC superstars Anderson Silva and 
Jorge Gurgel; Never Back Down heartthrob 
Sean Faris; America’s Next Top Model diva 
Dominique Reighard; Crew champions 
Robbie Rogers, Danny O’Rourke and Brad 
Evans; OSU phenom Vernon Gholston; 
Akron rockers The Black Keys; Columbus 
businessman and NBA head coach George 
Karl; and the one and only Rockettes.  

In this, our New Year issue, we couldn’t 
think of a better ambassador to take us into 
the New Year than Cleveland’s handsome 
sharpshooter Wally Szczerbiak.  His actions 
speak as loudly as his words, and he’s well on 
his way to helping Cleveland win their first 
NBA championship. 
 
2008 is finally in the books.  The annuls of its 
days will be studied long and hard in hopes 
of finding keys to tomorrow.  May we all find 
the patience and strength to turn the key when 
opportunity knocks.

Jason E. Ohlson
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Suitless
 c what they do

It all started, like most people’s 
curiosity in astrology and the future, 
in junior high when Jennifer Lopez 
found Linda Goodman’s Sun Signs and 
instantly devoured the pages. Having 
harvested many of the book’s insights, 
she learned how our astrological signs 
affect our daily lives and how our 
zodiac signs make us compatible with 
other people or professions.  Excited 
about her findings, she started creating 
astrological charts for friends and 
giving advice based on the stars.  Well, 
that advice paid off.
 
Zodiac, the product of Lopez’s love 
for astrology and astronomy, opened 
at the Gahanna Creekside this summer 
and is a testament to the power that 
she believes our zodiac sign has on 
us.  The walls of the store are lined 
with the twelve zodiac signs and 
their characteristics, and the ceiling is 
painted with the constellations of the 
accompanying zodiac signs.  “I drew 
a lot of my inspiration for Zodiac from 
the London Astrology store,” says 
Lopez.  “There aren’t many stores like 
this in the United States, not even in 
the bigger cities.”  

At Zodiac, Lopez and select guest 
readers offer a litany of readings, 
including tarot card, palm and psychic 
chart, to name a few.  Zodiac also 
conveniently offers Lopez’s favorite 
books on astrology, as well as custom 
jewelry and other zodiac related fare 
for sale. 

As can be imagined in these tough 
economic times, Lopez has noticed 
more interest in the future.  “I get calls 
from people who want me to do a chart 
immediately,” she says.  “It’s usually 
for something that they need an answer 
for now.  People want to know what is 
on the horizon.”

For more information on Zodiac go to 
www.zodiaconmill.com

Star Struck
Jennifer Lopez
story | Cary smith
Photo | eric Wagner
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$4 Martinis  Monday - Friday
Live Music  Monday - Saturday

The Time Warner Cable HD Lounge seats comprise 
the most exclusive seating area within Nationwide 
Arena. These extraordinary, all-inclusive seats are 
limited in number and all located within the first 12 
rows directly behind the penalty boxes and between 
the face-off circles.

For seating information:

Call 1-800-NHL-COLS
or visit www.BlueJackets.com
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SUITLESS

From the historic hardwood floors 
to the voice of Johnny Cash flowing 
through the air to the vintage clothing 
collections expertly organized, a visit 
to North Campus’ Black Market is like 
taking a step back in time.  But even 
as unique and epic as Black Market’s 
resale collections may be, hip, new 
designs also greet you at the front 
door, thanks to the creative direction 
of owner/designer Kelli Martin.  

Martin’s talent and vision were 
galvanized earlier this year when she 
landed an appearance on season 5 of 
Bravo’s Project Runway.  Now, with 
that on her resume, she can barely keep 
her own unconventional AntiLabel 
creations in stock.  “I can’t keep up 
with anything here anymore,” she says.  
“I’m being pulled in so many different 
directions, which I can’t complain 
about, but I’ve now got to figure out 
what’s most important.”

Raised by her grandmother on the West 
side, Martin paid her way through 
the Fashion Institute of Design & 
Merchandising in Los Angeles, first by 
selling her in-class creations on eBay, 
and later with a third-year Bob Mackie 
Scholarship that provided a full ride 
and extra funding to stage a collection 
before fashion executives.  

She retuned home in 2006 with some 
cash in hand and a business plan 
to open Black Market.  Today, her 
clientele includes everything from 
Project Runway fans to swing dancers, 
college students and even senior 
citizens.  What a spread!

“When I originally did my business 
plan, I anticipated 18-35-year-olds, 
but it’s been crazy,” says Martin. “I’ve 
actually had 70-year-olds come in here 
to buy sweaters.”

Although recent construction along 
North High Street has slowed down 
her business a bit, Martin remains 
optimistic and has curbed her 
frustrations by focusing on her future 
designs, in which she hopes to include 
a men’s line.

Simply Vintage
Kelli Martin
story | Cary smith
Photo | eric Wagner
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SUITLESS

The kind of modern efficient design 
introduced to anyone upon walking 
into Ologie, one of the biggest 
branding companies in central Ohio, 
is so inviting it could inspire the 
most unartistic client to think of their 
company in a different light.  This type 
of inspiration oozes from the walls at 
Ologie and helps a group of talented 
and creative designers rethink brands 
on a daily basis. 

Captaining Ologie’s ship is CEO Tim 
Straker.  A central Ohio native and 
graduate of Ohio State’s advertising 
program, Straker has been a part of 
the branding and marketing world at 
various large outposts before arriving 
at Ologie.  He’s worked at Longaberger, 
Abercrombie and Fitch and handled 
national clients such as Apple and 
Goodyear.  Though Straker oversees 
operations, he maintains a day-to-day 
working relationship with many of 
Ologie’s clients.

“I love working every day with people 
who appreciate and understand great 
design,” says Straker.  “I’ve always 
been a sort of frustrated architect.  If 
I would have been better at math in 
college, I think that’s what I would 
have done.  I understood design and 
color and texture, which made me 
gravitate towards design.”

At Ologie, Straker works to define 
larger brands such as Nationwide, 
Alliance Data and Netjets, but the work 
he is often most proud of can be seen in 
slightly smaller companies like Sferra 
out of New York or giving back to the 
Columbus community through the 
Columbus Museum of Art.  Whatever 
project Straker and Ologie work on, 
one thing is certain: they like to push 
for breakthrough design. 

“I like being able to work with 
clients that ask me to sort of push the 
boundaries,” says Straker.  “To me, 
that is inspiring.”

For more information on Ologie go to 
www.ologie.com

Branding Limits
Tim Straker
story | Cary smith
Photo | eric Wagner
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If you are looking for a fresh alternative to fast food, then stop in and see what Camille’s 
is cooking up. Upon entering, you’ll be greeted by an atmosphere where you can eat, 
relax and enjoy your lunch break, no matter how short or long it may be.  Soups, freshly 
prepared sandwiches and enormous salads distinguish themselves from the prefab and 
plastic-wrapped selections at Camille’s corporately homogenous competitors.  Over twenty 
different sandwiches, wraps and panini offer something for everyone.  Even the ‘meat 
and potatoes’ appetite can be sated by one of their giant salads, like the taste-tastic Café 
Chicken Salad ($6.49), which sports just the right touch of dill and a myriad of varied 
crunches of crisp romaine, fresh sprouts and perfectly toasted sunflower seeds.

Café Chicken salad ($6.49)

Enjoying a cold Dos Equis in a festive 
atmosphere with warm tortilla chips and hot 
salsa is time well spent at La Fogata, where 
the sombreros fly, guitarists duel with live 
Mexican music and the tequila menu offers 
almost as many options as their six-page 
food menu that’s made from scratch each 
day from the Guanajuato family recipes.  We 
found time for a Taco Salad Fajita ($8.75) 
made with slow-cooked beef, onions, bell 
peppers, mushrooms and fresh guacamole 
–all served in a crispy tortilla bowl. 

Three riddles are all that stand between 
certain death and the hand of the fair 
maiden Turandot.  Bachelors from near 
and far try and fail until Prince Calaf spies 
Turandot on her balcony, instantly falls for 
her and decides to tempt fate by answering 
the riddle.  He succeeds, but Turandot is 
distraught.  She would rather die a horrible 
death then be married to a foreign Prince. 
Calaf offers her a chance to avoid marriage 
by just guessing his name.  Suddenly, all 
of Peking is turned upside down as the 
Princess seeks the name of her suitor. She 
is foiled at every angle. In the end, she 
finds that love is the answer.

The story of Turandot was taken from the 
Persian collection of stories called The 
Book of One Thousand and One Days, 
but wasn’t put to music until 1920 when 
Giacomo Puccini started to compose 

it.  Upon his death in 1924, Puccini had 
still not completed the final duet and  
Franco Alfano was selected to finish the 
opera. To this day, the debate over which 
version of the ending is better, (Alfano’s 
or what Puccini had started) is still open.  
Regardless, Turandot will immerse the 
audience in splendid melodies and scenes 
of epic theatricality.  The opera’s famous 
aria, Nessun Dorma, is one of opera’s most 
impressive. 

Sung in Italian with English supertitles, 
audiences can enjoy Opera Columbus’ 
version February 20th – 22nd at the Ohio 
Theatre.   WOSU’s Christopher Purdy 
will give pre-curtain talks starting an hour 
before each show.  Tickets are available at 
www.ticketmaster.com.

Riddle Me This!
Turandot

More Art to C >>>

Nine for $9
 c your lunch

greek Chicken sandwich ($7.25)

italian beef ($5.29)

Taco salad Fajita ($8.75)

Chili burger ($7.25)

Hey now!  Look what the wind blew in—the 
most authentic Chi-Town eats you’ll find in 
Columbus.  All ingredients of the Italian 
Beef ($5.29) are from Chicago, including 
the French bread from Turino’s bakery.  
Wash down a Chicago style all-beef dawg, 
polish or cheezborger with a pop or a cold 
brewski while you check out the hot rods at 
their Cruise Nights on Thursdays.  And to 
complete the Chicago experience, within 
the friendly confines of Wholly Joe’s rests 
a 1952, all-mechanical, Faulds oven that 
cranks out the most delicious deep-dish to 
ever grace Columbus. 

If you must deliberate about lunch, why not 
do it in downtown’s most apropos locale?  Of 
course, if you are already at the Jury Room, 
deliberating about where to eat lunch would 
just be plain stupid, since some of the finest 
American eats in the greater metropolitan 
area are already at your fingertips.  Your 
deliberations would be better spent trying 
to figure out if you want fries or a cup of 
chili as a side dish.  Don’t get yourself hung; 
you’ve always got an out with their killer 
Chili Burger ($7.25).

What sets Easy Street Café apart from its 
neighbors is a decidedly American approach 
to traditional Greek cuisine.  Kalamata 
olives, smelts and spit-roasted lamb and beef 
gyro meat provide the fundamental building 
blocks for some inspired culinary fusions.  
The gyro (the ‘sandwich’ in Plato’s world 
of forms) is reinvented 10 times over, with 
selections ranging from Cajun chicken gyros 
to a gyro Rueben.  The salads are likewise 
de- and re-constructed, but there is a defined 
center to this post-modern gastronomy—feta 
(cue the trumpets).  It’s always good, but 
especially delicious browned and somewhat 
melted over sweet red onion on the Greek 
Chicken Sandwich ($7.25).

Camille’s Sidewalk Café
1305 W. Lane Ave (614) 487 1706

Wholly Joe’s 
Chicago Eatery
1182 E. Powell Rd (614) 430 9441

La Fogata Grill
1849 Winderly Ln (614) 864 9154

Easy Street Cafe
197 Thurman Ave  (614) 444 5154

Jury Room
22 E Mound St (614) 224 7444
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Say you find yourself a little peckish or 
even outright famished in Clintonville, the 
logical course of action? Go to Smith’s.  You 
want a really big, fresh salad?  They have 
said salads.  You want a Rueben?  Ditto...  
Noodles?  Subs?  Box Lunches with a couple 
of sides, like coleslaw or pasta salad, and a 
cookie?  Smith’s has you covered.  They also 
have a thin, yeasty pizza crust that goes great 
under any manner of topping combinations.  
The Small Pizza ($3.95 and up) is big 
enough to be the sole constituent of an entire 
meal, especially a lunch.

9 for $9?  How about an entire menu for under $9!  The ever-lovable owner, Ali, tried 
to retire, but after a year, he got bored.  His restlessness is a lunch-goers gain because 
everything has a personal touch.  The real-deal Hummus is made of tahini that’s shipped in 
from Beirut; the Beer Battered Cod’s hand-rolled in Japanese breadcrumbs for the perfect 
crunch; and the regulars’ favorite, the Rumplemeyer ($7.95), is a homemade chicken salad 
that’ll have you asking the secret recipe “Inn Between” bites.  Check out Ali’s cool little 
spot tucked behind the Ohio Statehouse and be sure to ask about Mediterranean Night. 

Who doesn’t love dining next to indoor goldfish ponds?  No one, because goldfish are so 
serene and non-threatening – mostly because they don’t have any teeth and always kinda 
look like they’re smiling.  Marshall’s has a goldfish pond… and huge, triple-decker Rubens, 
fantastic burgers, and enormous salads.  Plus, they guarantee you will leave the joint full.  
They can do that, because they pile on the tasty vittles.  The Western Omelet ($7.25) is at 
least a pound and a half by itself.  So when you add the home-fries and toast, you’re looking 
at close to two pounds of food.  It kinda seems insurmountable, until you take that first bite 
and realize you’re not stopping until the plate is clean.

More Art to C >>>

Western omelet ($7.25)

small Pizza ($3.95 and up)

It seems that the more pan in the Pan-Asian 
menu, the more American it becomes.  Case 
in point, Molly Woo’s.  It’s a Cameron 
Mitchell Restaurant.  It doesn’t get much 
more American than that, but the menu visits 
every province in China, Thailand, Japan 
and a smattering of other island nations.  
If paradigms like an Eastern Hemisphere 
weren’t nonsensical on a globe that rotates 
on a North/South axis, Molly’s menu would 
have every corner of it represented (if 
hemispheres had corners).  Talk them into 
making you a combination appetizer platter 
and you can get seven or eight culinary-
cultural regions on the same plate, but don’t 
overdue, because you’ll need room for 
Molly’s Feast ($7.95). Molly’s Feast ($7.95)

Rumplemeyer ($7.95)

DoN’t sEE YouR fAvoRitE plAcE?
if it’s less than nine bucks for a lunch, 

e-mail us at editor@columbusmag.com

Ballet Hispanico returns to Columbus with an inspired program 
featuring duets and trios showcasing Cuban, Spanish, Brazilian, 
and Argentinean choreography and music. In addition to an 
annual home season in New York City, Ballet Hispanico tours 
regularly throughout the United States and makes frequent 
trips to countries all around the world. The 13 stunning dancers 
will take the Capital Theatre stage on January 31st.  For more 
information visit www.capa.com

On Point

Marshall’s
1105 W. First Ave (614) 294 1105

The Inn Between
30 S. Young St  (614) 224 1944

Molly Woo’s
1500 Polaris Pkwy (614) 985 9667

Smith’s Restaurant 
and Deli
1546 N High St (614) 297 8862

On a cold, clear, moonless night in the middle of winter, all is 
not quite what it seems in the remote, mythical town of Almost, 
Maine. As the Northern Lights hover in the star-filled sky, 
Almost’s residents find themselves falling in and out of love 
in unexpected and often hilarious ways. Knees are bruised. 
Hearts are broken. But bruises heal and hearts mend in this 
delightful midwinter night’s dream. Warm up your winter 
with this magical comedy – just in time for Valentine’s Day at 
CATCO. Ticket prices range from $11.50 to $40. For tickets, 
visit CATCO.org or call the box office at 614.469.0939.

Almost, Maine

Ladysmith Black Mambazo’s career has spanned nearly 30 
years and they have recorded nearly 40 albums, with their first 
winning a Grammy for Best Traditional Folk album.  Since 
then, the group has racked up 15 Grammy nominations and is 
currently touring to promote their latest CD, Ilembe: Honoring 
Shaka Zulu.  They make their Columbus stop on February 
24th at the Southern Theatre.    Tickets are available via www.
ticketmaster.com or by calling 614.431.3600 or 614.469.0939.

Musical History

Spring Awakening, the winner of eight Tony Awards, including 
best musical, takes its inspiration from one of literature’s most 
controversial masterpieces – a work so daring in its depiction 
of teenage self-discovery, it was banned from the stage and 
not performed in its complete form in English for nearly 100 
years. This new musical celebrates the unforgettable journey 
from youth to adulthood with a power, poignancy and passion 
you will never forget.  It makes its celebrated stop in Columbus 
on February 3rd through the 8th at the Palace Theatre.

Wake Up!
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WALLY'S
WORLD
Wally  Szczerbiak’S got it all.  He graduated from miami  

University (OxfOrd, OhiO) With a marketing degree; spOrts a rOck-hard physiqUe; 
is happily married tO a beaUtifUl WOman With WhOm he’s made three WOnderfUl 

children; gets paid milliOns Of dOllars tO play basketball fOr the cleveland cavaliers, 
UndOUbtedly One Of the nba’s best teams; and he’s gOt his head On straight.  it seems We are 
all living in “Wally’s WOrld.” 

We met Up With the lOcal heartthrOb When the cavs came tO tOWn tO give the WashingtOn 
Wizards their final preseasOn spanking.  We Wanted tO find OUt jUst hOW gOOd Wally’s gOt it.  
Well, get OUt yOUr pOpcOrn; this cat has it better than the mOvies.

Interview: Jason E. Ohlson | Story: Jason E. Ohlson, Kristin Miller | Photography: Eric Wagner 
Location: Schottenstein Center, Westin Hotel, Capital University
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C Magazine: Of what nationality is your name, and 
what is the strangest way it has been said or spelled?
Wally Szczerbiak: Ukrainian.  Sizzle-chest.

What is your most notable characteristic?  
I always say it like it is.  I am pretty black and white on 
most things. 

What qualities do you like most in a coach?  
Communication, trust and honesty.

What is your idea of perfect happiness?  
I’m living it right now.  I’m in a really great position in 
my career, and my family is healthy and safe.

What is your greatest fear? 
Losing any one of them (family). 

Where and when was your favorite vacation?  
Vegas for my honeymoon.  We went there for two days 
and then to Bora Bora.  My wife and I got bored at Bora 
Bora and went back to Vegas for four more days.

Win any money?
Actually, we did.

When do you think it is okay to lie? 
Never.

Do you have any words or phrases that you over-use?
I am not a “bro” guy.  I say “cuz” a lot instead.  

What is your current state of mind?  
I’m feeling good.  I’m trying to keep balanced, trying not 
to get too high or too low.  I am keeping everything in 
front of me and it feels good.

Do trade rumors get on your nerves?  
Yeah, but that’s what you get in my job.  I learned a long 
time ago that this (NBA) is the National “Business” 
Association, and anything can happen.

Are any of them true?  
You never know.

If you died and could come back as anything, who or 
what would you want to be? 
Jesus Christ.

What is your most treasured possession˗both literally 
and figuratively.  
Golf clubs both times.

Who is your favorite fictional hero?
Superman.

What do you dislike about yourself? 
My lack of patience, but I’ve been slowly working on 
that.  My kids have helped.

Name three CDs you couldn’t live without.
Metallica’s One, Pearl Jam’s Ten and some Journey.

Name one you could.
Megadeath comes to mind.

If not in the US, in what country would you live?
Spain.  I grew up there and that’s where my dad played.  I 
haven’t been back since I was six.
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They may look brand-new. 
But they don’t cost brand-new.
A Certified Pre-Owned Mercedes-Benz can be appreciated on many levels, not the least of which are aesthetic and economic. 
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Certified Pre-Owned
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by 3.99% Finance offers available

on select pre-owned models.

Hurry, this offer ends soon.

Schedule a winter vehicle inspection for better fuel economy 
and emissions performance today.
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maintain its premier performance while being kinder to the environment. 
Bring it to the experts at Mercedes-Benz Of Easton for a comprehensive 
inspection and the quality service you deserve.
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What goes on your ice cream 
sundae, and what flavors of ice 
cream do you start with?
Good question.  I start with vanilla 
and chocolate; then top it with 
chocolate syrup, whipped cream and 
Butterfinger pieces.

What subject in school could you 
just not get? 
I didn’t like English.

In which subject did you excel? 
Chemistry.

What game did 10-year-old Wally 
play at recess?
Football.

Late night dinner delivery: pizza 
or Chinese?
Pizza.

Art museum or history museum?
History.

What is the most important issue 
facing the world today?
Dealing with terrorism and making 
sure 911 never happens again.

If the best offense is a good 
defense, what is the best defense?
A good offense.

Browns or Bengals?
Browns.

I’ve always been a sucker 
for_____.
Candy.

My secret dream is to _____.
Play in the senior PGA tour.

You can trade shoes with any other 
athlete—whose are you wearing?
Tiger Woods.

Who was on the first basketball 
poster in your room?
Dominique Wilson.

Do you have a favorite restaurant 
in Columbus?
Martini.

What’s the last thing you bought 
for $50, $500, $5000 and $500,000?
Mario Kart for Wii, a pair of 

earphones, tickets for kids at the 
Cavs game, and a new apartment for 
my brother.

Are you a wolf or a rabbit?
Wolf.

What would be your drink of 
choice if you were playing pool 
with Tom Cruise? 
Grey Goose and splash of cranberry.

Hunting with Hemmingway? 
Water.

Poker with Dennis Hopper? 
A Bob Marley.

How do you chill?
I play with my kids and video games.

What irritates you?
When people dance around problems 
and issues.

What makes you angry?
Not being organized, and not being 
in my routine or structured.

Women are the best at _____.
Being sensitive.

Time is _____.
Money.

You hardly know who I am or what 
I mean; you only know my_____.
Face.

Family is the root of _____and the 
answer to _____.
Joy and lifelong happiness.

Where is your favorite place to 
play and live?
Where to play˗Cleveland.  Where to 
live˗Long Island.

Do you have a pre-game or post-
game ritual?
Pre-game is to eat five and half hours 
before, and post-game is two beers, 
usually Guinness.

What does Oxford, Ohio have that 
you can’t get anywhere else?
Toasted rolls from the Shriver Center.

What do you do in the off-season?
Play a lot of golf.

When you retire, what are the first 
three courses you are playing?
Pine Valley in New Jersey, Pebble 
Beach and Bandon Dunes.

What would you be doing if you 
could not play basketball or golf?
Quarterback.

Who is your hero?
My Dad.  He played professional 
basketball and taught and guided me 
throughout my career.

What is the hardest thing you’ve 
ever had to do?
Lose a best friend.

Do you have a nickname? 
Wally World.

Favorite memory?
Making the Sweet 16 in the NCAA 
tourney my senior year.

What’s the best advice you ever 
received, and who gave it to you?
From my Dad at an early age: never 
use quitting as an option.

Do you enjoy working out, or do 
you do it to be the best?
I definitely enjoy it.

What animal would you be?
Greyhound.

What is your favorite part of the 
game of basketball?
The comradery of the team.  
Cleveland has a lot of it.

What did you buy with your first 
big paycheck?
Flat screen TV.

Most insane thing you’ve bought?
A Wally-World pendent to go around 
my neck made of platinum and 
diamonds.  I sold it back!

If you could combine any two 
sports, what would they be, and 
what would you call it?
Basketball and soccer.  It would be 
called “Wallyball.”

After getting so close the past few 
years, do you think you guys will 
make it to the finals this year?

Position:

Height:

Team:
 

Jersey:

Born:

College:

Career:

Small forward/
Shooting guard

6’ 7”

Cleveland
Cavaliers

#10

March 5, 1977
Madrid, Spain

Miami 
University

Minnesota 
Timberwolves
(‘99 - ‘06)

Boston Celtics
(‘06 - ‘07)

Seattle 
Supersonics
(‘07 - ‘08)

Wally Szczerbiak

• Timberwolves’ 6th Overall NBA draft pick in 1999
• 2002 Coach’s Selection Western Conference All-Star Team
• 10.8 points per game average in the 2008 NBA Playoffs
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Definitely.  We have one thing in mind, which is 
a championship this year.

Favorite movie?
Gladiator.

What would your last meal be if you were on 
death row?
Meat lover’s pizza.

If you could have a drink with anyone in 
history, who would you choose, and what 
would you be drinking?
Jesus Christ.  We’d be drinking red wine.

What kind of adjustments have you had to 
make after being injured in your career?
During rehab, I had to watch my diet and adjust 
my workout routine.  I got rid of squats and 
heavy lifting and things like that.

Who is your favorite player to play with?
Delonte West.

Which NBA city has the most fanatical fans?
Sacramento.

Do you talk to the players you are defending? 
If you do, what do you say?
No, I don’t talk to them.

Do you have tattoos?
Nope.

How do you personally measure the success of 
a game?
Without my team winning, it is a loss.

How long have you been going through your 
free throw routine?
Since the age of 10.

What comes first—talent or heart?
Heart.

Which designer has the most real estate in 
your closet?
Polo.
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The Fare
 c how to dine

When we think of Chinese food, 
we can easily identify with our 
own nearby quick-fix, right off the 
intersection of ordinary road and 
bland avenue.  They are usually 
littered with photos that never 
match the actual dishes, and more 
mediocre choices than you find 
at a garage sale.  One thing is for 
sure though...you can sweet n’ sour 
anything all day, but if it’s bad, it’s 
just bad.  Steven Yee knew this 
stereotype all too well and took it 
to heart when designing ChiThai. 
His exceptional and innovative 
combination of the best cuisine 
from China and Thailand will 
rock your world.  While we’re too 
busy settling for that near-fatal 
“Something” Express drive-by to 
cure the craving, Yee is busy in the 
kitchen honing his craft.  Simply 
and bodly put, ChiThai is without 
doubt one of the finest Asian 
dining experiences to be found in 
all of  Columbus, Ohio.

While too many choices may get 
in a diner’s way, we at C couldn’t 

get enough at ChiThai.  Yes, 
there are about a zillion options, 
but after our tasting, that quickly 
proved to be a giant advantage, 
as many more returns are in our 
future.  Sure they have a delicious 
compliment of Spring Rolls, Spare 
Ribs and Crab Rangoon for your 
appetizer starters, but we opted to 
begin our journey straying from 
the norm and ordering the Coconut 
Shrimp Puffs.  The lightly battered 
coconut dough provided a subtle 
sweetness and the ground peanuts 
in a chili Thai sauce complimented 
it perfectly.  And what would a trip 
to one of the best Asian restaurants 
in town be without the Szechuan 
Dumplings!  A generous supply 
of pork and veggies wedged 
themselves inside these flavor 
pockets, with a spicy dripping 
of Szechuan sauce clinging to 
each bite.  It was a taste balance 
of which both the Yin and Yang 
would approve.  For larger parties, 
ask Yee to create a sampler platter 
of your favorites, including the 
Bamboo Shrimp with a house 

plum sauce and, of course, minced 
chicken lettuce wraps.

Here at ChiThai, the problem is 
also the solution.  When it comes 
time for your entrée selection, 
you can go with timeless Chinese 
classics or the hidden gems of 
culinary artwork from Thailand.  
Ah, the beauty of family style!  
From the Chinese menu, let’s stray 
from the usual General Tso’s and 
dig a little deeper.  Go outside the 
dinner box labeled “routine,” and 
opt for the Grand Manier Shrimp.  
Expect Jumbo Prawns only lightly 
battered to show off their potency 
and drizzled with a sensual Grand 
Manier glaze.  It was so good that 
it almost disrupted the flow of the 
tasting, as the other entrees had 
yet to be discovered.  But alas, 
we fought through the temptation 
of polishing off the glorious 
shrimp dish and moved on to the 
Mandarin Pork Tenderloin.  Only 
Yee can make lightly seared pork 
and chef’s mandarin sauce dance 
together like this.  The lean, moist 

tenderloin can also be done Hunan 
style with chef’s secret sauce on a 
bed of sautéed onions.  

As with every one of these dining 
features we do, getting full is 
simply not an option.  The best was 
yet to come.  When we got to the 
Thai side of the menu, we stopped 
looking and asked Steven Yee to 
bring us what he thought were his 
best dishes.  He sort of laughed 
a little (as if to say the task was 
unrealistic), and came back shortly 
with two dynamite powerhouses 
starting with Avocado Chicken.  
Wow, was this a meal!  Let me 
assure you that even if avocadoes 
are not your thing, you will 
appreciate and enjoy this treat.  The 
aroma of this plate was traceable 
from the kitchen before it even 
made its entrance into the dining 
room, and the experts agreed that 
it was the best thing we had tried 
up to this point.  The green beans 
were steamed to perfection and the 
chicken could not have been more 
tender.  This dish would easily win 

Far Out 
ChiThai Story | Matt Turnipseede

Photography | Eric Wagner5577 N Hamilton Rd Columbus, OH (614) 471-8988
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COLUMBUS’ OLDEST TRUE STEAKHOUSE

Dinner and Live Music 7 Nights a Week

2891 East Main Street  Columbus, Ohio 43209
614-231-8238

www.thetopsteakhouse.com

1447 Grandview Ave. Columbus, Ohio 43212
Reservations: 614-488-2104 or www.trattoria-roma.com

Don’t Forgetaboutit!

Go to 
trattoria-roma.com 

and register to win two 
complimentary dinners.

Daily - 2 for $12 Panini

Monday - Mangia Mondays
build your own pasta night - starting at $10 

(includes entree, salad, + bread)

Tuesday - Wine Night 
$10 off Voucher for any bottle of wine 

w/ purchase of 2 entrees

Wednesday - Ladies Night
$5 Martinis, $4 Wine

$25 Three-Course meal

n

n

n

n



THE FARE

ColumbusMag.com NEW yEar C The ColuMbus Magazine 31

an Oscar if such an award existed 
for Thai dishes.  

Yee had totally won us over at this 
point, but it kept getting better and 
better--an expectation with which 
all diners should come equipped.  
Another Thai dish arrived, and 
this time it was the Basil Beef.  
Fresh herbs, onions, bell peppers, 
mushrooms and carrot sticks mixed 
with slices of marinated beef 
were sautéed just long enough to 
mingle them as one.  We slid this 
over their house fried rice and 
demanded a recount on the Oscar 
votes!  Feel free to substitute the 
Basil Beef dish with chicken, 
shrimp, pork, squid or a delicious 
seafood combo; the flavor victory 
is no less either way.   

We at C Magazine are here to 
inform, not overwhelm, but you 
do need a little more information 
to make this a fair assessment.  
We would be doing you a great 
injustice by not mentioning one of 
ChiThai’s most famous collections 
of main courses: the Curry 
Collection.  They have one for 
every palate, starting with the ever-
popular Red Curry (tasting similar 
to Indian cuisine), Green Curry and 
Yellow Curry.  All of these spiced 
delights are coupled with your 
favorite meat or seafood, bamboo 
shoots, eggplant and vegetables 
galore, making it both exotic and 

fabulously satisfying.  

Sea Bass is also on display, 
steamed with ginger, a light soy 
sauce and fresh veggies.  They call 
it “Hong Kong” style, making an 
already flavorful white fish taste 
even better.  If you’re the type that 
only eats from a grill, at ChiTahi 
your choices are almost limitless 
as well.  Lamb is done Mongolian, 
Hunan and Mala styles to conquer 
the “gamer” in you, while the 
hottest version of Filet Mignon 
sautéed in a black pepper sauce 
with mushrooms and onions will 
test your spicy threshold!  

Right about now you’ll need 
a cooling off period from the 
whirlwind of flavors your mouth 
has been watering over the prior 
hour.  You’ll find just the refreshing 
break you need in the Fried 
Bananas with Coconut Ice Cream.  
Even if you haven’t another square 
inch of available stomach space 
left, you need this island-flavored 
ice cream treat.  It is a soothing 
conclusion to an intense flavor trip.

ChiThai has done what few 
other Asian restaurants have, 
and that’s to simply do it right.  
ChiThai brings together the right 
atmosphere, menu and flavors that 
represent both China and Thailand 
extraordinarily well.
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Fine Work
On November 8th, Hayley Gallery 
celebrated their 1st Anniversary, 
and C Magazine was there to join 
in the festivities. Fine wine and 
Champagne, paired with decadent 
desserts, was enjoyed by all while 
live music and artwork from over 
30 artists stimulated the senses. C 
Magazine wishes Hayley Gallery 
many more happy years showcasing 
fine art in New Albany.

Timeless
On November 7th, Tiffany & Co. opened 
at Easton, drawing record numbers of 
buyers despite a national economic 
slump. It just proves the old adage that 
“quality never goes out of style.” 

Local civic leaders along with 
representatives from BalletMet, Franklin 
Park Conservatory and the Wexner 
Center for the Arts (community groups 
the jeweler has pledged to support) 
attended a morning ceremony complete 
with breakfast, of course.
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Enjoy the view...

877-581-2345
www.visitashlandohio.com

877-266-4422
www.loudonville-mohican.com

Make your getaway to  
Ashland County!

Come, stay, play. You’ll be glad you did.

Enjoy winter 
sports, shopping, 
& cozy fireplaces.

877-581-2345 877-266-4422
http://www.visitashlandohio.com http://www.loudonville-mohican.com

Take in the beauty of 
Mohican Country.

Tanning & Hair Salon
1589 N. High St. • 614.299.5260

South Campus Gateway
www.notanlines.org

Packages Available Check out all of our Salon, Spa & Tanning services online

“We’re serious about sexy!”

“NTL Sexy is...”
Hair style, facial waxing & 

bronzing bed session
$60 (Retail $75)

“I Want Sexy Now”
Scalp treatment, cut and style, facial waxing, 

make-up application &  bronzing session
$99 (Retail $130)

“Put a New Spin on Sexy”
Complete rejuvinating package 

including lunch
$250 (Retail $294)



Enjoy the view...

...from the comfort of your own home.

Call to make an appointment for 
a demonstration 614-453-2003

20-30% lower pricing!

• LCD/Plasma TV sales and installation
• Home Theater Design and Installation

• Home Theater Sound Proofing
• Whole House Audio Distribution
• Whole House Video Distribution
• Security Systems and Monitoring

• Home Automation (Control4): Lighting,
  Security, Temperature & Home Theater Control

You’re at home more than ever.
Enjoy it!

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1-888-715-4719 
wowway.com 

Offer expires February 28, 2008 and is available to new residential customers. $74.99 bundle includes Xpress 8Mbps High-Speed Internet and Digital Value Cable service. *Price excludes taxes, fees,   
additional equipment, installation charges and modem lease fee. You must lease a WOW! modem to receive certain services. Current lease rate is $2.50 per month. Actual Internet speeds may vary. Offers 
not valid with any other discount. Offers and services subject to change without notice. Please see WOW!’s complete terms and conditions or call WOW! for further information  regarding services and offers. 
© 2008 WideOpenWest Finance, LLC. 

 
 
 
 
 

You spend-spend-spend in December. 
 
 

Now save-save-save in the new year. 
 

Bundle WOW! 8Mbps High-Speed Internet  
and Digital Cable with OnDemand  

for just $74.99* a month. 
 

Price guaranteed until 2011 with  
no contracts to sign. 

WOW! Internet, Cable and Phone
C Magazine January 2009
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You spend-spend-spend in December. 
 
 

Now save-save-save in the new year. 
 

Bundle WOW! 8Mbps High-Speed Internet  
and Digital Cable with OnDemand  

for just $74.99* a month. 
 

Price guaranteed until 2011 with  
no contracts to sign. 

WOW! Internet, Cable and Phone
C Magazine January 2009

Alexanders
JEWELERS

689 N High St Columbus, OH 43215
614.233-6666 • alexanderscolumbus.com

TeNo... or nothing at all.



ColumbusMag.com NEW YEAR C The ColuMbus Magazine 35

Pitch It
On November 15th, FreshLABS 
Business Idea Pitch Competition 
took place at the Fisher College 
of Business. FreshLABS and the 
Business Builders Club (a student-
run entrepreneurship club at OSU) 
collaborated to bring together top 
undergraduate entrepreneurs from 
Ohio State and the Columbus 
community.   Featured judges included 
representatives from The Ohio 
State University, TechColumbus,  
doMedia, Blue Chip Consulting and 
many more.

Well Done
The Columbus Fish Markets and 
Mitchell’s Steakhouses celebrated 
their 10-year anniversary on 
November 11th in the comfortably-
cool style for which they are well 
known.  Local celebrities, regulars and 
more than 20 celebrated employees 
were invited to enjoy a phenomenal 
spread that included all things raw, as 
well as a carving station fit for kings 
and queens. 

Pink:
On October 30th, Columbus Scooter 
and Cycle along with C Magazine 
scooted to the sounds of Jimmy 
Sexton to raise awareness for breast 
cancer.  This intimate fundraiser 
at CSC showcased the new Pink 
Schwinn scooter, sales from which 
go toward breast cancer research.  
Attendees enjoyed Camille’s 
Sidewalk Café edibles and crafted 
beer from the Elevator Brewery and 
Draught Haus.
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1968 Chrysler 
Newport Convertible
Owned by Mike Van Lenten Photography | Eric Wagner

Columbus, meet Big Erla! She is a big girl like her original owner and namesake, 
a family friend who sold my Dad this 1968 Mopar C-Body drop-top Land Yacht 
ten years ago.  My first time driving her was to my High School Senior Graduation 
Ball in New Jersey with some buddies blasting Dr. Dre and Snoop Dogg.  
Unfortunately, I would have to wait many years later till we would be reunited.  My 
Dad put the car in storage where it sat until he decided to sell it, but because of its 
modest condition, the offers were less than expected.  Instead of selling, I lobbied 
him to send me the car here in the Short North where I would invest time and 
money and get her back to her glory days.  He conceded and the rest is history.

The Chrysler Newport was considered an everyday driver with many different 
options.  Big Erla has a 383 V8, 727 Torqueflite Auto Trans, with upgrades like 
power windows, seats, top and AC.  I knew getting my new ride into a hooptie with 
some street cred would take the help of many people.  I have spent the last two 
years working with Clark Auto, The Auto Doctor (both in Grandview) and Murray 
Parks in Marion to get her to up to snuff mechanically.  David Byler in Jackson 
worked with me to create a custom two-tone interior, and I enlisted Columbus Car 
Audio to put in an obnoxiously loud system that ensures that you will be forced to 
look at me and my 19’ long, 8’ wide beauty gliding down High St. on 18”chrome 
rims from Hubcap Annie.

My favorite part of driving Big Erla has been the reaction I get when people see 
someone my age behind the wheel of this classic.  I get the thumbs up from the 
Baby Boomers who are always anxious to tell me about their muscle cars that they 
wish they still had.  I know Big Erla isn’t the most rare or sought-after classic ride, 
but finding a Newport in this kind of condition is getting harder each passing year.  
Most importantly, the refurb project has brought my Dad and I closer than ever as 
we talk about and work on Erla together all the time, and to me that’s priceless.

Ride 23
c how they ride
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2350 E. Dublin-Granville Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43229
614.895.3330

2038 Bethel Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43235

614.459.3933Carry-Out | Banquet Facilities | Catering Services Available

Columbus’ Best Gourmet 
Chinese Dining

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Seven Days a Week

Voted Best Chinese Restaurant ~ Columbus Monthly Reader’s Survey & Zagat Survey
~Jon Christensen

145 Easton Town Center
www.columbusfunnybone.com

Call for Info.
614.471.5653

IT’S OK TO LAUGH
WITH YOUR MOUTH FULL

JANUARY 
WHITE
SALE
25% off entire inventory
Please MeNTION ad fOr dIscOuNT

JACOB NEAL HOME COLLECTION
275 S. 4th St.  Columbus, Ohio 614.233.8500



Finding your place in music is no easy task.  Kelly Warner, formerly of 
local hip-hop group the Lab Rats, decided that after their eventual split 
and a couple of years working the beats of the group it was time to move 
on to a project that made him the most comfortable.  Well, he’s done just 
that. Warner’s now working up his own original instrumentation and 
tracks with his voice playing over the orchestration that is his one-man 
band Hotel Eden. 

“The whole idea of Hotel Eden is making music that is comfortable for 
the audience to listen to and comfortable for me to make,” says Warner. 
“I wanted to make Hotel Eden a place where I could express pretty much 
any idea I had without any trappings.”

The idea that Warner came into the project with came from artist Joseph 
Cornell, who primarily made surrealist compartmentalized boxes that 
Warner said were so amazing that he would just “want to live inside 
them.”  Hence the name Hotel Eden, after one of Cornell’s famous pieces, 

a place that diagrams the way Warner wants to make his inviting and 
experiential music. 

“I haven’t really pinned myself down to one type of music,” says Warner. 
“I just finished a track that is an absolute dance song and is nothing like 
the rest of my stuff.  I’m just making what feels right.” 

Although Hotel Eden’s sound can vary, primary tracks like “pressure” 
(circulating the internet now with accompanying video) have the feel of 
earlier Beck with a thumping baseline and a catchy hook that has become 
familiar with Warner’s work in both the Lab Rats and Hotel Eden.  “I’m 
not really sure what direction each track is going to go in,” he says.  “I 
do know one thing though: the song’s going to be beat driven.  I’m still 
bringing the beats.” 

Go to www.myspace.com/hoteledenmusic for more information.

Hot Box
Hotel Eden Story | Cary Smith

Photo | Eric Wagner
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Beyond 270
 c past the belt
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Contact: David Kaye 
Call: 614.332.6593 or Email: Dkaye@astorandblack.com

FOR YOUR in-home/office APPOINTMENT

Proud sponsor 
of this month’s Final Word.

Final Word
 c who’s who

Once a month, C Magazine sits down with a 
prominent Columbus figure to understand their vibe 
at 5:01.  This month, we play mental tennis with 
local visionary Ted Ford, President and CEO of 
TechColumbus.

C Magazine: Forbes recently rated Columbus the 
#1 up-and-coming tech city.  What do you think 
spearheaded that rating?
Ted Ford: It is the work that has been done at Battelle 
and Ohio State University over many years. But really 
how that work has spread out into the community. It has 
been recognized by the number of patents and number 
of tech personalities we have in the region. It’s the 
booming next place to be. 

C Magazine: Do you collect anything?
Ford: Books. History for the most part.

C Magazine: What angers you more: liars or thieves?
Ford: I don’t care for people that don’t have the 
strength to tell the truth.

C Magazine: What is the key to leadership?
Ford: Being able to look ahead and beyond the horizon 
and to have the confidence to move in that direction and 
not constantly doubt yourself.  Be willing to take the 
responsibility for leading other people. 

C Magazine: Will you disclose one secret to running a 
successful company?
Ford: You need to be honest with yourself about what 
you are getting into. You need to be optimistic and 
confident and set goals for yourself.

C Magazine: What is the most underrated technological 
device?  Overrated?
Ford: We are so dependent on technology that we 
underrate everything that we rely on. The most 
overrated is the iPhone. 

C Magazine: Is there any aspect of our lives wherein 
the human element may be fully replaced?
Ford: No. I think the whole structure that we live in is 
based on creativity and the ability to apply it.

C Magazine: Tron or Terminator?
Ford: Terminator.

C Magazine: Is money the reason why we haven’t yet 
cured cancer?
Ford: In any kind of a human enterprise, money 
becomes as much as a distraction as a way of focusing 
effort because it becomes the thing you have chosen 
rather than the end point that you are focused on. But 
without a hell of a lot of money, we will never solve the 
problem of cancer. 

C Magazine: Name three of the world’s most mind-
blowing marvels?
Ford: Human creativity, complexity and capacity for 
both achievement and destruction.  

C Magazine: You are walking down death row.  What 
did you just eat?
Ford: A meal by Alana’s.
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Interview | Jason E. Ohlson
Photo | Eric Wagner

I See
Ted Ford
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GermainLexus.com
614 . 383 . 5998

Germain Lexus of EastonGermain Lexus of Dublin
614 . 383 . 5978161 and Sawmill Road Easton Town Center

* 36 months, $3,500 due at signing plus tax, tag, title. On approved credit. 10,000 miles per year, . 20-cents per mile thereafter.

Outwit The Weatherman.
Whatever the weatherman predicts, be it rain or snow, it doesn't 
really matter. When you're driving an All-Wheel Drive Lexus, 
you're always prepared. With their willing, responsive selection of 
engines and advanced drivetrains, each and every one of the

six All-Wheel Drive equipped Lexus vehicles that Germain Lexus 
has to offer will give you surefooted handling under virtually any 
condition. So don't worry about what the weatherman has to say. 
He's usually wrong anyway.

2009 Lexus IS 250 AWD

2009 Lexus RX 350 AWD

2009 Lexus GS 350 AWD

2009 Lexus GX 470 AWD

2009 Lexus LX 570 AWD2009 Lexus LS 460 AWD

$369 36
Month
Lease*

$429 36
Month
Lease*

$69936
Month
Lease*

$729 36
Month
Lease*

Germain Lexus

Now Available in All-Wheel Drive All New Design. The most advanced Luxury Utility Vehicle.




